The Cardiac Arrhythmias by Brendan Phibbs MD FACP FACC 2nd edn pp vii +205 illustrated £3.40 Saint Louis: C VMosby 1973 London: Henry Kimpton This is presented as a basic book on arrhythmias for the non-cardiologist and the author has simplified the introductory chapters to medical student level. The book is then divided into three further parts dealing with simple arrhythmias, complex arrhythmias, and drugs and technique. In the section on simple arrhythmias the basic principles are clearly set out and well illustrated. Particularly valuable are the recurrent chapters (which are also presented in the other parts of the book) on problems for the reader to test his comprehension ofthe preceding text.
Throughout the book Dr Phibbs has put forward the view that His bundle recordings are largely useless in interpreting clinical arrhythmias although many of his own interpretations depend upon information obtained in this way. His view that such recordings are largely a research tool is probably justified, but the case is overstated particularly in reference to aberrant conduction or types of heart block. He is, for example, unable to classify heart block in terms of the anatomical site of the lesion although the therapy he recommends is frequently based on this knowledge. Dr Phibbs also tends to overstate his case against subclavian vein puncture for the introduction of pacing electrodes in emergencies. The serious risks are given considerable prominence on several occasions but the overwhelming advantage that the electrode is stable and not displaced by arm movement is ignored.
The views expressed on drug therapy will not meet with universal approval particularly the advice concerning quinidine to reduce the energy needed for DC counter shock and to maintain sinus rhythm in patients who have converted from atrial fibrillation. Another omission is the series of drugs now in use for the treatment of reentry tachycardias, particularly those with selective actions on the conducting system. This is a common gap in American texts since many of the drugs are not available even for clinical trial in the United States.
In summary, the monograph presents an excellent introduction to cardiac arrhythmias and contains a great deal of useful information to a nurse, medical student or physician studying the subject. By the time they have understood the chapter on complex arrhythmias it is likely their experience will be more than sufficient to correct the deficiences in the advice contained in this book about treatment.
EDGAR SOWTON
Advances in Laboratory Medicine Symposium, Edinburgh, February 1973 edited by A T Proudfoot BSC MB MRCP pp 111 illustrated £1.50 Edinburgh: Royal College ofPhysicians 1973 This short book contains five terse and one more relaxed contribution on topics of great current interest. Barbara Clayton reviews inborn errors of metabolism in children and takes phenylkelonuria, Tay-Sachs disease and prenatal diagnosis for more extended consideration. With breathtaking accuracy, the daily requirement of pyridoxine hydrochloride is tabulated as 0.99 mg/day. W M Hunter gives an overview of the radioimmunoassay, mentioning most of the human peptide hormones and giving primary references. He ends with a useful list of caveats for the uncritical. An account of measurement of drug concentrations in plasma by L F Prescott looks at general considerationsvolumes of distribution, rates of metabolismand draws attention to the importance of metabolites, which may be estimated as 'drug' but be inactive, or vice versa. Two brief reviews by J R Hobbs and W L Ford on humoral and cellular immunity respectively are excellent value, and the rather longer essay on computers in clinical chemistry by L G Whitby concludes that the use of the computer, though obviously increasing, is still in an experimental stage. Verdicta good set of brief reviews and well worth the price. The story is indeed a history of the mind and, although Duclaux was closely connected scientifically and socially with Pasteur, there is little about Pasteur as a man. It is concerned almost exclusively with the Master's discoveries, beginning with crystallography and passing from
